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 Structure The novel is divided into three parts, each with its own recurring character: The father, Liam Ramsay (brother to
Michael, played by David McCallum), an Irish Nationalist and former IRA volunteer, travels to the United States to sell guns to

Libya. His daughter, Camilla, is charged with spying for Britain. She is placed into care of her grandmother, Portia, at Fort
George, Scotland. The only "true friend" of Liam, Michael, is charged with helping Camilla and is assigned to assist her in a

plan to kill her father. Themes The murder of quality is explored from several perspectives: the planning and execution of the
crime; the family dynamics involving three generations of Ramsay women (father, mother and daughter); the political

consequences of the crime; and the characters' love for one another. The relationship between the mother and the daughter is
central to the novel. As with Smiley's relationship with Karla, this relationship evolves from "compulsion" to "passion" as the

daughter's identity is transformed through their involvement in the murder. Throughout the novel, both mother and daughter are
described as passionate, but dedicated to different agendas. The mother, Portia, is a staunch Irish Nationalist and uses her

British friends to further her political goals, while her daughter, Camilla, is torn between her mother's desires and her allegiance
to England. At one point in the novel, the mother urges Camilla to do whatever is necessary to save her father, but Camilla's

allegiance is to England, and she fears that by following this course, she may lose her father. Notes Category:1962 British novels
Category:Novels by John le Carré Category:Alfred A. Knopf books Category:British political novels Category:Novels set in

Glasgow Category:Novels set in Liverpool Category:Novels set in New York City Category:Novels set in the United KingdomQ:
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